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11_1 . (C)  Summary:  MFA  U/S  Apakan  expressed  concern  about  the 
Turkmenistan-Kazakhstan-Russia  gas  deal  and  told  Ambassador 
that  Turkey  wants  closer  collaboration  with  the  US  on  access 
to  Turkmen  gas.  Ambassador  offered  to  provide  what 
information  we  have  about  the  Russian  agreement  and 
encouraged  Apakan  to  engage  quickly  with  Azerbaijan  to  get 
Azeri  gas  flowing  into  Turkey  and  beyond.  Ambassador 
suggested  that  the  Caspian  Petronas  gas  field  was  a potential 
source  for  Turkish  imports  and  urged  that  Turkey  discuss  this 
with  Azerbaijan  and  Turkmenistan.  They  agreed  that  the  June 
5 EU-Turkey  Energy  Summit  was  a good  opportunity  to  urge  a 
more  activist  posture  from  the  EC  on  the  "southern  gas 
corridor."  End  summary 

VZ . (C)  As  a part  of  a broader  May  15  discussion,  Apakan  asked 
what  we  know  about  the  Russian  agreement  to  purchase  Turkmen 
natural  gas,  including  the  volume  and  timing  of  deliveries, 
the  pipeline,  and  what  Turkmenistan's  real  production 
capacities  will  be  in  the  2012-2015  timeframe.  Working  on 
the  Turkmen  gas  issue  has  become  a top  MFA  priority,  he  said, 
and  will  be  discussed  at  the  EU-Turkey  Energy  Summit  on  June 
5 in  Istanbul  and  in  the  June  25  Black  Sea  Economic 
Cooperation  (BSEC)  Summit,  also  to  be  hosted  by  the  GOT  in 
Istanbul.  Turkey  wants  closer  cooperation  with  US  on  the 
acquisition  of  Central  Asian  energy,  Apakan  told  Ambassador, 
and  hopes  there  is  room  to  work  together  on  Turkmenistan 
sources.  The  MFA  had  heard  that  Amb.  Steve  Mann  might  be 
traveling  to  Ashgabat  soon,  and  would  welcome  any  input 
before  or  after  his  trip. 

11_3 . (C)  Ambassador  told  Apakan  that  the  details  of  the  Russian 
agreement  were  not  clear,  but  items  mentioned  were  not 
surprising,  having  already  been  under  discussion.  He  offered 
to  convey  any  information  we  receive  on  the  deal,  as  well  as 
information  on  Turkmenistan's  future  production  potential. 
Ambassador  emphasized  that  this  appeared  to  be  a political 
declaration  rather  than  a commercial  agreement.  He  noted 
Turkmenistan  has  problems  sustaining  what  production  it 
currently  has  primarily  because  it  has  not  invested  enough. 
Ambassador  recalled  his  recent  discussions  with  Energy 
Minister  Guler  (ref tel)  in  which  he  emphasized  a key  variable 
for  promoting  egress  of  Turkmen  gas  via  the  Trans-Caspian 
Pipeline  (TCP)  was  getting  Azeri  gas  flowing  to  and  beyond 
Turkey.  He  encouraged  Apakan  to  engage  at  a senior  level 


with  the  Azeris  as  soon  as  possible  on  obtaining  gas  supplies 
and  a long-term  transit  agreement.  Ambassador  also  suggested 
that  Turkey  discuss  with  Azerbaijan,  Turkmenistan,  and 
Petronas  the  potential  for  westward  shipments  from  the 
Caspian  Petronas  field  which  we  understand  may  not  feed  into 
the  Russian  deal. 
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